
 

 

The Kocak Family 
~ our first year of an epic adventure in Medina, Ohio ~ 

Learning to Overcome Trials as a Family 
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This past year has been a rollercoaster for 
our family. There have been moments of pure 
joy such as moving back to our home state of 
Ohio, getting to know our awesome neighbors, 
starting to build a church community in 
Medina, Ryan being ordained to the 
priesthood, celebrating Anna’s first birthday, 
vacationing as a family for the first time in FL, 
and fixing up our house to make it a home.   

There have also been a lot of challenges this 
past year that we have had to overcome as a 
family such as medical emergencies, financial 
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uncertainty, making new friends, feeling 
isolated due to our vocation, and learning how 
to be parents to our little Anna.  

Church planting is not just Ryan’s job, but 
is very much a family endeavor (think of a 
family farm). While it has its challenges and 
drawbacks, church planting has the reward of 
bringing something new into existence and 
seeing lives changed eternally. Throughout all 
the joys and trials of this past year, the Lord has 
been our faithful companion on this adventure 
he has called our family to.   

Family Updates 
A lot can happen to a family in 
one year, especially when you 
are starting a church! Plus keep 
up with Anna on page 2. 

Pages 1-2 

Ministry Updates 
How do you start a church? It’s 
a common question folks ask 
Ryan. Hear the story of our first 
year. 

Page 2 

Support Information 
You can support our ministry in 
Medina in a variety of ways: 
spiritually, emotionally, and 
financially.  

Response Card 

www.medinaanglican.com 
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When our family was 
considering church planting, 
Ryan was asked an odd question 
by a priest, “How are you at 
suffering”?  After one year into 
our work here in Medina, we 
have discovered the truth to this 
question. Church planting isn’t 
easy on a leader or his family. 
There is no way you can 
succeed at starting a new church 
(out of nothing) without the 
support of friends, family, and 
the calling and empowerment of 
God.  

We started last fall meeting 
with interested people in our 
house and dreaming together 
about ways we can serve 
Medina County. Then we began 
to worship together, having been 
given space on Saturday nights 
at a local Presbyterian Church 
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for our services. In January, Ryan 
officially got connected with St. 
Luke’s Anglican Church in Akron 
and they began to support our 
work with prayer, people, and 
supplies. During this past spring 
our core group (fellow 
adventurers) grew in number and 
we discerned that we were to be 
planted on the historic downtown 
square of Medina. Then next 
week, Ryan got the keys to an 
entire building (see pic below) for 
$10/month!  

These are the highlights, but 
they came through trials and 
tribulations, hard work, and 
prevailing prayer. This coming 
year we are remodeling the 
building, planning to start weekly 
services this spring, and begin 
offering classes and community 
service projects this fall. 

Sprouting A New Church In Medina  
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As I stated previously, we 
cannot do this work without 
your help! Please consider 
helping us in a few simple ways: 

1. Save this letter as a reminder 
to pray for this work and for 
our family’s protection. 
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2. Support us financially. All 
donations are tax-exempt 
and 100% go directly to us 
personally (more details 
on pledge card). 

3. Fill out & send in attached 
pledge card.  

How You Can Partner With Us: 

Anna Highlights 

Anna’s First Birthday Party 
Smash cake, friends, and a 
swing set for the backyard.  

Potty Training! Anna decided 
two weeks ago she was ready 
to use the potty!  

Pool-Pool! She’s turned into 
quite the swimmer at Papa-
Doug’s big pool and her plastic 
pool in the backyard.  

Bots! Ryan doesn’t know how 
it happened, but Anna loves to 
watch Star Wars… pray for 
her. 

Anna has many friends. All 
the neighborhood kids and 
friends love to play with her. 

A jack-of-all-trades. Anna 
loves to paint & draw, make 
music (see pic above), organizes 
everything she can, and play 
with her dad’s technology. 

www.medinaanglican.com 



 

 

 

2012 Kocak Family Pledge Card 
I pledge $ __________ in support of the Kocak Family & St. George’s Anglican Church.  

My Pledge Is (check at least one): 

[   ] One- Time Contribution of $ __________ 

 (Help with a project: $600 = Internet/year, $500 = paint, $1,000 = new carpet, $120 = rent/yr 

$4,000 = bldg. remodel, $750 = A/V, $400 = signs, $1,500 = travel/yr, $2,500 = utilities/yr). 

[   ] Monthly Contribution of  $_________ a month.  

 [   ] I want to mail it in each month. Mail me 12 addressed envelops.   

 [   ] I’ll set up an auto-bill pay through my bank.   

[   ] Prayer Partner – I will receive monthly prayer emails and pray for the Kocak’s ministry. 

Donor Information: 

 

Name(s): _____________________________________________ Phone: _______________________ 

 

Address: ___________________________________________________________________________ 

 
Email: _____________________________________________________________________________ 

Please make checks payable to “St. George’s Anglican Church”. Mail pledge card and checks to: 

St. George’s Anglican Church, 763 Patriots Way, Medina, OH 44256 

 


